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An inky blackness swirls 

around you. Even as the 

darkness begins to give way 

to the grayness of  pre-dawn, 

vague forms begin to reveal 

themselves as twisted 

trunks of  downed trees and 

moss-covered boulders. 

The forest is not yet quite 

wide awake, but it is begin-

ning to come to life. A chick-

adee on a branch above 

your head begins to sing its 

fi rst song of  the day. A gray 

squirrel, just awakened 

after a night’s rest in a pine 

tree bed, chatters loudly at 

you, the uninvited intruder.

The trees, with a breeze 

rustling through their 

leaves, play a quiet melody 

as you listen to everything 

in the forest come to life. 

You relax, grateful for the 

time you are given to be 

a part of  an awakening 

woods with no desire other 

than to hear, see, and enjoy 

everything that is wild 

around you.

Were you sit-

ting on a rickety 

chair at sunrise 

of  a deer season 

opening day, 

you would be 

at full alert, all 

senses awake, 

tuned to a tell-

tale sign of  a 

deer coming 

near. Were you 

walking birdy 

woods ever so 

slowly, a 20 

gauge cradled 

in one arm with the aim of  

collecting a ruff ed grouse 

or two for the roasting 

pan, your nerves would be 

wound tight, ready to uncoil 

in an instant to swing your 

shotgun on a target that 

will disappear in a matter 

of  split seconds.

The days that you hunt, 

whether it be for deer, 

grouse, turkeys or ducks, 

will be days of  

great anticipa-

tion, of  goals 

to produce the 

makings of  

a meal fi t for 

kings; of  memo-

ries to be made 

for a lifetime.

This pre-

dawn time 

that you spend 

awake in the 

woods, more 

alive than at 

any other time, 

are moments to be trea-

sured. They are moments 

indelibly etched into your 

mind, captured forever as 

some of  the best of  your 

entire life.

The scene of  the outdoors 

you are in may change, but 

the wonder and the joy will 

always remain the same.

The sound of  a tackle 

box dropped gently on the 

fl oor of  a wooden rowboat 

and the squeak of  oarlocks 

as you row quietly toward 

a favored fi shing hole are 

sounds of  joy to the out-

doors person.

On an early May morn-

ing, predawn may mean 

robins singing from nearby 

roosts, a lingering mist lift-

ing from the cool waters 

of  a familiar small lake, or 

maybe widening circles on 

the surface created by a ris-

ing trout.

There might be a red-

coated doe with two young 

fawns wading in shallow 

water along a brush-cov-

ered shoreline to see at such 

a time, or perhaps a family 

of  mallard ducks, Mama 

shepherding her down-cov-

ered brood among the lily 

pads covering still water.

In another season an 

early morning outdoors 

might be a time when a lis-

tening ear hears the metal-

lic click of  a pump action 

locking a magnum load of  

No. 2s into a goose hunter’s 

shotgun, the hunter with 

hopes of  hefting a 12-pound 

Canada goose after it 

was fooled by a spread of  

wooden fakes at the edge of  

a picked cornfi eld.

For the duck hunter of  

early fall months, the day 

begins in darkness as guns, 

decoys, and a treasured and 

rambunctious dog — maybe 

a black lab or a Chesapeake 

or a Golden — are settled in 

an old, but still solid, cedar 

canoe handcrafted two 

decades earlier by a master 
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The sounds of pre-dawn waits: 

memories for life
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River Trail project
deserves another
chance to succeed

The River Trail Commission gave preliminary 

endorsement recently to a Highway 45 multi-use 

crossing that could be billed as the initial phase of  

the proposed River Trail between Eagle River and 

St. Germain.

We think that’s a big deal because the River Trail 

would connect Eagle River and Three Lakes, via 

the Three Eagle Trail, to the 52-mile Heart of  Vilas 

County Trail System — a proven boon to the tour-

ism industry in many parts of  the county and many 

other counties in Wisconsin.

Just think about gelling together the scenic 

beauty of  the Wisconsin River, and area lakes and 

forests, with a bike/pedestrian trail that could take 

cyclists from Three Lakes to Boulder Junction and 

beyond.

That vision is why the commission and Great 

Headwaters Trails (GHT) have been working so 

hard to convince the City of  Eagle River and the 

town of  Lincoln to get on board with Cloverland 

and St. Germain — to add this silent sports element 

to a tourism industry that needs all the help it can 

get.

The River Trail plan has gotten a bum rap thus 

far, criticized as unsafe and overly expensive by 

community leaders who clearly didn’t have all the 

facts before them.

It started early on with city offi  cials talking 

down the trail for “crossing Highway 70 four times” 

between County Highway H and downtown, though 

the maps clearly showed that it never crosses 

Highway 70 in that busy stretch west of  Eagle River.

The proposed trail would cross Highway 70 just 

twice — once just west of  the Wisconsin River 

bridge near the Honey Bear restaurant and a sec-

ond time at Old Highway 70, about halfway to St. 

Germain.

Town and city offi  cials have questioned project 

costs of  up to $12 million dollars and speculated 

about the need for local matching dollars that 

might be needed to secure state and federal grants, 

overlooking the pledge by GHT to locate all of  the 

funding.

What we’d like to see is a third joint meeting of  

the River Trail Commission and the city council to 

rectify disagreements that were based on misinfor-

mation. And we’d like to see the town of  Lincoln, 

for the sake of  tourism and economic growth, get 

on board.

Cal Thomas

Democracy 

lives 

in brightness
In the end, Kamala Harris 

was the wrong candidate 

with the wrong message at 

the wrong time. President-

elect Donald Trump won 

the greatest comeback in 

American political his-

tory — bigger than Richard 

Nixon’s 1968 victory — by 

surviving two assassination 

attempts, a media that was 

shamelessly in the tank for 

Harris, and a majority of  

voters who appeared tired 

of  being labeled “deplo-

rables” and “garbage” by a 

condescending elite.

Trump has transformed 

the Republican Party from 

an image of  a mostly white, 

big corporation- loving, 

country club, rich guy’s 

party, to a more racially 

diverse, working man’s 

party that the Democratic 

Party used to be. Trump 

peeled away a signifi cant 

number of  Black and Latino 

voters to win. He even did 

well in deep Blue New York 

City.

Harris fl ogged abor-

tion as her only issue and 

Democrats, according to 

one estimate, spent half  a 

billion dollars on TV ads 

claiming Trump would 

sign a national abor-

tion ban. Voters appar-

ently saw through the lie. 

Signifi cantly, a Florida con-

stitutional amendment that 

would have barred the gov-

ernment from involvement 

in the procedure to the 
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Thanks to
poll workers

Trump’s winning recipe 
in Wisconsin

Donald Trump won 

Wisconsin in 2016 on his 

way to beating Hillary 

Clinton.

Then he lost Wisconsin 

in 2020 as Joe Biden won 

back the “Blue Wall.”’

And now, in 2024, Trump 

won back Wisconsin over 

Kamala Harris on his way 

to a victorious comeback.

How did he do it, despite 

continued erosion of  the 

Republican vote in the WOW 

counties of  Washington, 

Ozaukee and Waukesha 

around Milwaukee?

Part of  the recipe was 

taking a bigger share of  the 

vote in rural Wisconsin.

Trump took a bigger 

share of  the vote in all but 

fi ve Wisconsin counties 

compared to 2020, accord-

ing to a WisPolitics check 

of  unoffi  cial returns.

The fi ve counties where 

Trump most improved his 

margins were:

–Lafayette, winning 

59.6%, compared to 56.35% 

four years ago

–Grant, winning 58.4% 

compared to 55.22%

–Crawford, winning 

56.1%, compared to 53.1%

–Ashland, winning 46.8%, 

compared to 43.86%

–Trempealeau, winning 

60.1%, compared to 57.4%

Four of  the fi ve are in 

western Wisconsin along 

the Mississippi River, with 

Ashland County in the 

northern part of  the state.

Meanwhile, three of  the 

fi ve counties where Trump 

fared worse than 2020 are 

in the Milwaukee suburbs. 

That includes Waukesha 

County, where he took 

59.2% of  the vote Nov. 5, 

compared to 59.6% in 2020, 

and Ozaukee County, where 

he got 54.5% of  the vote, 

compared to 55.15% four 

years ago. Meanwhile, he 

took 67.4% in Washington 

County, compared to 68.4%.

The other two places 

where Trump fared worse 

were Door and Adams 

counties. In Door, consid-

ered a bellwether county, 

Trump took 48.2%, com-

pared to 48.48% last time.

Adams County, which 

is north of  the Wisconsin 

Dells, went for Trump with 

60.3% of  the vote this year, 

compared to 62.3% in 2020.

What 
Others 
Say
BY WISPOLITICS.COM

Letters Policy

Letters to the Editor must include the writer’s full name, address, and other contact 

information (only your name and town will appear in print and online).

We will not accept a letter from an unidentifi ed source.

•  Letters should be no more than 500 words and may appear in our weekly print issue.
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To the Editor,

With the election 

behind us, I would like 

to take a moment to 

extend my thanks to the 

dedicated team of  people 

who ensured a safe and 

successful election in 

St. Germain; election 

inspectors and poll work-

ers, Vilas County Clerk’s 

offi  ce, Vilas County 

Sheriff ’s Department 

and the St. Germain 

Postmaster.

What an amazing team 

of  people they make 

up; they are our neigh-

bors and friends. Their 

dedication and hard 

work ensure that the St. 

Germain elections are 

accessible, transparent 

and secure.

There is an incred-

ible amount of  work 

that takes place days 

and weeks prior to the 

election. I owe them all 

a debt of  gratitude for 

the essential role they 

played and the impor-

tant work each of  them 

does in our community 

for our elections. I rec-

ognize the signifi cant 

commitment each of  the 

election inspectors, poll 

workers, county employ-

ees, sheriff ’s department 

and postmaster gave to 

the town of  St. Germain 

by being present to help 

the voters and for that, I 

say “thank you.”

June Vogel

St. Germain

It’s time the media,
political leaders
report the truth

Letter to the Editor,

There is a story told 

which is used to teach us a 

simple lesson. It is The Boy 

Who Cried Wolf. In it, we 

learn that the young shep-

herd boy called out for help 

time and time again when 

he was fi ne and there was 

no danger. However, when 

he called out and really 

needed help, no one came 

because he had proven him-

self, over and over, to be a 

liar.

Why do I feel like there is 

an application of  that story 

regarding big media com-

pany outlets today?

“I’ve been to the border.” 

“The border is secure.” 

Infl ation is transitory. 

President Biden’s mental 

health status is as sharp 

as ever, and on and on, to 

name just a few gaslighting 

comments which have been 

supported by mainstream 

media for years.

I feel sad for the peo-

ple, especially the young 

people, who were targeted 

by media, ads and rallies, 

people who have been led 

to believe that the purpose 

of  all this is to bring about 

Liberty, Freedom and Unity 

— when, in fact, it is not.

That is just the hook to 

get support for an agenda 

that marginalizes people 

who reject the spoon-fed 

lines. Time and time again 

we fi nd that the things 

which had been labeled as 

conspiracy theories have 

been shown to be the truth, 

and the “news” has not por-

trayed the truth. What is 

the purpose of  this deceit?

Any despair which peo-

ple are feeling now due to 

the over-the-top rhetoric 

that has been engaged in 

by the Biden-turned-Harris 

campaign falls squarely on 

them.

“Truthful lips will be 

established forever, but a 

lying tongue is only for a 

moment.” (Proverbs 12:19)

May our country’s media 

and political leadership 

refl ect on what they are 

portraying as truth.

Jean Fitzpatrick

Three Lakes

To TRUMP, Pg. 9

Trails
& Tails
BY WILL MAINES


